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10 Sure Ways to Start Increasing Your Income  
(Even in a Low-Paying Job) 

Take Control This Month 

If you’re currently in a low-paying job or feeling financially weak, rest assured---you are not powerless! 

You don’t have to wait for a promotion, a positive call from your HR dept, or for the “right time.” You can start taking small, strategic steps 

this month to boost your income and create a better financial future for yourself and your family and dependents. 

This guide outlines 10 practical, income-focused actions you can begin to research immediately. Whether you stay in your current job or plan 

to move on, there’s always something you can do to increase your earning power. If you need help to think things through, reach out to a 

subject matter expert or someone who is doing what you hope to do, and ask them “How?” Then take action! 

Remember: 

 

📌 You don’t need to do everything at once. 

📌 Choose one or two strategies that match your interest or skill set. 

📌 Take one bold step this week—and watch your confidence grow. 

Your financial breakthrough doesn’t start “someday.” It starts with your next decision. #TakeActionToday 
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Strategies to Take Charge of Your Financial Health – Starting Now 

 

# Decision You Can Take Common 
Fear/Reason People 
Don’t Act 

How to Take Action 
Over the Next 30 Days 

Who to Consult 
for Clarity 

Suggested AI Prompt  Suggested Google 
Search Term 

1 Apply for higher-paying 
jobs (internally or at 
another org.) 

Fear of rejection or 
“not qualified” 

Update résumé, apply 
for 5–10 jobs this month 

Career Coach, 
Résumé Writer 

What are the best job 
boards and application 
tips for professionals in 
[my industry] and 
region? 

job boards in 
Jamaica + resume 
tips 

2 Examine labour market 
trends and upskill to a 
high-demand field 

Overwhelmed by 
choices 

Research 3 fields, start 
one free course 

Career 
Strategist, 
Labour Analyst 

What are the top in-
demand careers in [my 
country] and what 
short courses can I take 
to start transitioning? 

high demand jobs 
in Jamaica 2024 + 
free short courses 

3 Monetize a skill you 
already have 

Think “No one will 
pay me” 

List your top 3 skills and 
test 1 paid service 

Freelancer or 
Business Coach 

How can I start offering 
freelance services with 
my current skills, and 
where should I list 
them? 

how to freelance 
with my skills + 
where to start 

4 Approach safe people in 
your life and discuss a 
business partnership 

Fear of judgment or 
being turned down 

Identify someone with 
complementary skills, 
pitch a small idea to 
explore together 

Trusted 
relative/friend, 
Business 
mentor 

What are low-risk ways 
to explore a business 
partnership with 
someone I trust? 

how to pitch a 
business idea to a 
friend + low-risk 
business 
 
 
 

5 Sell a product you already 
use or make 

Think you need a 
business plan first 

Pick 1 item, sell 5 units 
to test 

Small Biz 
Mentor 

How can I test and 
start selling a product I 
already use or make 

how to sell a 
product from home 
+ test before 
launching 
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# Decision You Can Take Common 
Fear/Reason People 
Don’t Act 

How to Take Action 
Over the Next 30 Days 

Who to Consult 
for Clarity 

Suggested AI Prompt  Suggested Google 
Search Term 

without setting up a 
full business? 

6 Negotiate freelance or 
side gigs via LinkedIn or 
contacts 

Don’t know what to 
offer 

Reach out to 10 people 
offering support 

LinkedIn Coach, 
Career Advisor 

How can I identify 
freelance or side gig 
opportunities using 
LinkedIn or people I 
know? 

how to find 
freelance work 
using LinkedIn + 
side gigs 

7 Teach or tutor part-time 
(online or in person) 

Doubt your teaching 
ability 

Offer tutoring in 1 
subject and promote 

Experienced 
Teacher, Peer 
Tutor 

How do I start tutoring 
or teaching part-time 
online or in person 
with my existing 
knowledge? 

how to start 
tutoring online 
with no experience 

8 Turn a hobby into income Don’t see it as 
“serious” work 

Offer one paid version 
of your hobby 

Fellow Creative, 
Side Hustler 

How can I turn my 
hobby into an income 
stream without feeling 
overwhelmed? 

how to turn a 
hobby into a side 
hustle 

9 Join a paid referral or 
affiliate program 

Fear of being “too 
salesy” 

Choose 1 trusted 
product and promote it 

Affiliate Coach, 
Marketer 

How does affiliate 
marketing work and 
how can I start 
promoting products I 
actually use? 

how affiliate 
marketing works + 
how to start 

10 Explore short-term 
contracts or project work 

Don’t know where 
to find legit gigs 

Apply to 3 freelance 
projects this month 

Gig Platform 
Expert 

What are the best 
platforms or strategies 
to find short-term 
freelance or contract 
work online? 

best websites to 
find freelance or 
contract work 
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